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More than  just game-spotting

Fall in love with this beautiful 
country by making like a tourist 
and heading into the bush.  
By Sally Emery, Glynis  
Horning and Carinè Müller

wildv
ESSENTIAL INFO

• Bush Villas: R800 for adults (accommodation only); R700 for children 
aged six to 12; children under six stay free. • Kwena Lodge rooms:  
R2 400 per person (fully inclusive). All rates are valid until 31 October 
2013. The reserve also offers B&B, full-board and half-board packages.  
Call % 021 424 5430, e-mail reservations@gondwanagr.co.za or visit  
www.gondwanagr.co.za. Keep an eye on the website for special deals.

Look & Learn
 WHERE  Gondwana Game Reserve, near 
Mossel Bay (four hours from Cape Town)

 WHY  Gondwana is special for a whole string of reasons: it’s 
close enough to escape to from Cape Town for a long weekend; 
you can experience the magic of the Big Five, safari-style;  

plus there are activities specifically targeted at children, so 
they’ll have fun and you can have some downtime.

The reserve is the brainchild of Mark and Wendy 
Rutherford, who bought up a string of farms in the beautiful 
Langeberg mountain range that runs along the south coast. 
The land has been restored to its natural fynbos state and 
filled with wildlife, including elephant, lion, leopard, rhino, 
wildebeest and buck. But it isn’t just the big game that will 
have you enthralled. The expert game rangers have a knack 

CLOCKWISE FROM THIS PICTURE: Wildlife 
is literally on your doorstep at Gondwana; 
ranger Mike explains the habits of a 
resident snake; a Junior Ranger adventure
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3FAMILY
BREAKS

for spotting birds, snakes and creepy-crawlies 
too, so you and your children will leave filled with 
an impressive range of knowledge.

One of Gondwana’s big drawcards is its Junior 
Rangers programme. Children visiting the reserve are able 
to join a ranger for a specially tailored game drive and adven-
ture programme that will see them making their own fishing 
rod and trying their luck at a catch in one of the dams (the 
absence of dangerous beasts permitting), going on wildlife 
walks, stargazing and enjoying exciting wildlife encounters. 
The bonus, of course, is that while they are off learning and 
exploring, you can go on a grown-up game drive, get lost in  
a book, lounge at the pool or spoil yourself at the spa.

For accommodation, book your family into one of the 
self-catering Bush Villas, where you can light up a braai in 
the evening. The villas are well spread out, so you’ll have 
privacy too, plus the opportunity to spot game while you 
enjoy a game of 30 Seconds on the expansive deck. Couples 
travelling without children can book one of the tradi-
tional African-style Kwena Lodge super-luxe huts.

Ensure you make time for at least one lunch or dinner 
at the lodge. The head chef, Jakob Christoffel (JC) Nortier, 
grew up in George, but he polished his kitchen skills 
working with three impressive international chefs. After 
studying with Marco Pierre White in London, he signed 
up for Gordon Ramsay’s reality-TV show The F Word. He 
came second, and went on to work for Jamie Oliver, win-
ning the Chef of the Year 2011 title when he was working 
at Jamie’s Italian restaurant. JC’s philosophy is simple: 
fresh and local ingredients prepared with love. His menu 
of the day depends on what food he has managed to find 
that morning at local markets and from the surrounding 
farmers. At night, only children over 12 are allowed in the 
restaurant, but the lodge can arrange baby-sitters so that 
you get to enjoy a romantic evening.

 TRIED AND TESTED  ‘We had such a cool adventure 
with our ranger, Forget. We couldn’t fish at the dam because 

we saw the hippo down there! I learnt loads. The most 
fun and scary thing was the lantern hunt in the dark at 
night. My brother and I had such a nice room in our villa 
– it was under the thatched roof upstairs, and we could 
see buck out of the window. And they kept filling up the 
jar of brownies in the kitchen too!’ – ANNA EMERY, 12
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Get right 

back to 

nature

CLOCKWISE FROM THIS 
PICTURE: The viewing lounge  
on stilts overlooks a watering 
hole; young ones will enjoy the 
nature walks; colourful river  
birds are a popular attraction

Treetop Living
 WHERE  Bonamanzi Game Reserve, 
KwaZulu-Natal (three hours from Durban, 
four from Johannesburg)

 WHY  The 4 000 hectares of this privately owned reserve 
bordering the World Heritage Site of Lake St Lucia is not 
Big Five territory, but that’s the beauty of it – especially 
for families with young children. You can explore many 
parts of its three rich ecosystems (coastal grassland, wood-
land and lush tropical forest) on foot with or without the 
company of a trained field guide. 

This allows children to get up close and personal with 
fascinating small creatures, from chameleons to praying 
mantises, as well as antelope and zebra. It also makes for 
exceptional bird-viewing. Bonamanzi has become known 
as one of the country’s best birding sites, with a list of 408 
species, including a number of endemic and endangered 
ones. ‘Specials’ range from the Southern Banded Snake 
Eagle to Pel’s Fishing Owl and the African Cuckoo-Hawk. 

Heritage 
Haven
 WHERE  Bushmans Kloof Wilderness 
Reserve & Wellness Retreat (three hours 
from Cape Town)

CLOCKWISE FROM THIS PICTURE: Enjoy  
the spectacular views; rooms are comfortable, 
each with its own individual design; explore 
the many sites of San rock art

ESSENTIAL INFO

• The Bonamanzi camping ground has communal ablutions and braai facilities  
for R120 per person per night, or you can opt for an ‘exclusive’ alternative area 
where each site (sleeping up to six) has its own ablutions, braai facility and  
scullery for R150. Both areas are electrified. • Other accommodation ranges  
from a two-bedroom self-catering family tree house sleeping four for R1 725 to  
a five-bedroom self-catering game lodge sleeping eight, with a private pool, braai 
area and DStv, for R3 500. • Lalapanzi Lodge has thatched chalets for R1 039 per 
person sharing, dinner, bed and breakfast. Call % 035 562 0181 or 081 339 4181, 
e-mail info@bonamanzi.co.za or visit www.bonamanzi.co.za.

Rock-art 
treasures

rock formations and indigenous vegeta-
tion, such as the rooibos and purple 
Skilpadbessiebos, turn scarlet and the 
wildlife comes out to play.

Being a wellness retreat, Bushmans 
Kloof is proud of its outdoor dining ex-
periences and unsurpassed spa. The spa 
takes its cue from nature and the heritage of 
the area – a true sanctuary where guests can 
relax and unwind. With four treatment rooms 
and various pampering treatments, the star of 
the spa has to be the Riverside Gazebo, a private 
spa room right on the river, with panoramic views of the 
surrounding environment. And of course no stay is com-
plete without the delectable menus on offer at Embers, 
Makana and Kadoro. These are extraordinary and exotic 
dining sites with scrumptious food to match the breath-
taking views. 

Bushmans Kloof ticks all the boxes for a relaxing break-
away steeped in nature and heritage. 

 TRIED AND TESTED  ‘Bushmans Kloof’s attention  
to detail grabbed me from the moment I arrived. The  
staff make you feel so at home that you really feel like you 
never want to leave. “Getting back to your roots” is an 
understatement here – my stay gave me a new respect  
for, and made me feel like I really am a part of, Africa.’  
– CARINÈ MÜLLER

ESSENTIAL INFO
Accommodation includes Luxury Rooms, Deluxe  
Rooms, one suite and one Supreme Suite from R1 750  
to R8 910 (depending on accommodation and weekend 
packages), or book Koro Lodge – a private, independently 
catered family lodge with accommodation for up to eight 
people (R12 475 – R14 745 per villa per night, which 
includes all meals, beverages, private chef, host and 
guide, and various activities). Call % 021 481 1860, e-mail 
info@bushmanskloof.co.za or visit www.bushmanskloof.
co.za. Children under eight not allowed at the Main Lodge, 
but enquire about their Family Fun packages, which 
include campouts and family excursions. n

There are four rhino and 14 elephants, 
but if your brood still hankers after the 
excitement of a lion, the celebrated  
96 000-hectare Hluhluwe Umfolozi 
Game Reserve (oldest proclaimed game 
park in Africa) is just a 20-minute drive 
away, or you can join one of Bonamanzi’s regular game 
drives there with friendly, knowledgeable rangers in open 
Land Rovers at sunrise or sunset.

Bonamanzi also offers mountain-bike forest trails, 
combining another intimate experience of nature with  
a pretty vigorous workout, as well as specialist birding 
walks with keen-eyed guides, and dedicated ‘muthi’ walks. 
On these you learn the traditional medicinal and spiri-
tual uses of local plants and trees, from bark and leaf  
infusions for bellyaches to roots used in love potions. 

If all this isn’t enough to keep even jaded teens happy, 
they can also take to the water for boat birding cruises, 
and go on guided walks over the flood plains around Lake 
St Lucia. You’re never far from water at Bonamanzi (it 
means ‘Look, water!’), but whether camping or staying  
in a fantasy self-catering tree house or luxury chalet  
(accommodation options are endless), try to treat your 
man and yourself to sundowners in the Lalapanzi guest 
viewing lounge, which is set spectacularly on stilts above 
a busy pan. And don’t go home before treating the family 

to a Bonamanzi bush braai, where local delica-
cies are served by candlelight on the edge of  
a star-spangled Dinizulu Dam, while the bush 
buzzes around you.

 TRIED AND TESTED  ‘My boys and I are in-
veterate campers, and the facilities at Bonamanzi 
looked inviting, but we couldn’t resist staying in  
a self-catering tree house. It was spacious and com-
fortable, and the beds with mozzie nets and the 
air-conditioning went down a treat after a long day’s 
productive game-walking and indolent sunning by 
the pool. Living at tree level gives a different per-
spective on passing game, and birds and monkeys 
swing by. Fine fantasy fare for a closet Jane and her 
Tarzans!’ – GLYNIS HORNING

 WHY  The magnitude of the heritage site where Bushmans 
Kloof is situated makes a massive impression on anyone 
lucky enough to visit this spectacular sanctuary. The 
highly acclaimed, extraordinarily beautiful and com-
pletely private reserve at the foothills of the Cederberg 
Mountains is home not only to the impeccable lodge fa-
cilities, but also to staff who are intensely invested in it. 
And this is what makes Bushmans Kloof so unique. You 
can’t help falling in love with its still and peaceful yet 
magnificently special nature. It truly is a blessed space.

Home to more than 130 ancient San Bushman rock-art 
sites that are more than 10 000 years old, Bushmans Kloof 
is the ideal place to relax and also to learn about and tru-
ly experience a unique part of our South African history 
and culture. The retreat is dedicated to preserving the 
heritage of our country and this is reflected in the passion 
with which the game drives and hikes to these sites are 
conducted. The expert guides have extensive knowledge 
not only of the surrounding region, including the fauna 
and flora, but also when it comes to providing insight into 
the rock art – each painting a window to SA’s ancient his-
tory. These archaeological sites evoke a genuine sense of 
respect for our country (something that is vital to teach 
and expose our children to) and there is no better place 
than Bushmans Kloof, with the rich abundance of San art 
in its vicinity, to experience the legacy of one of mankind’s 
oldest civilisations. 

And what better way to see rock paintings than by taking 
an exciting game drive to the sites? Bushmans Kloof is 
home to more than 35 species of mammals that include the 
eland and bontebok, as well as the endangered Cape moun-
tain zebra (one of the largest privately owned herds belongs 
to Bushmans Kloof). But the game drives aren’t complete 
without witnessing the spectacular sunset over the  
valley – the entire area is covered in gold: the mountains, 


